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US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UK, IT, EC 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR UK ACTION AGAINST STEEL IMPORTS 
FROM ITALY 

1 . THE BRITISH INDEPENDENT STEEL PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 
HAS FORMALLY ASKED THE UK GOVERNMENT TO INVOKE ARTICLE 
37 OF THE ECSC TREATY AGAINST IMPORTS OF ITALIAN STEEL 
WHICH ARE SAID TO BE DISRUPTING THE BRITISH ECONOMY. 
LETTERS WERE SENT MAY 25 TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE 
DELL AND SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDUSTRY VARLEY REQUEST 
ING ACTION AGAINST THE 80 INDEPENDENT ITALIAN PRODUCERS 
IN THE BRESCIANI GROUP. THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET DE- 
CIDED WHAT ITS RESPONSE WILL BE TO THE REQUEST, BUT THE 
DECISION WILL BE MADE AT THE CABINET LEVEL. 

2. DEPARTMENT OF TRADE OFFICIALS TELL US THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT LIKELY TO INVOKE ARTICLE 37, BUT THIS 
POSSIBILITY HAS NOT BEEN RULED OUT BECAUSE OF THE CON- 
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SIDERABLE TROUBLE THAT THE ITALIAN IMPORTS ARE SAID TO 
BE CAUSING. THE ISSUE MAY BE RAISED AT THE NEXT EC 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
ITALIANS ARE WILLING TO BE MORE REASONABLE ON THIS 
ISSUE THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST. FAILING PROGRESS 
AT THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT MORE SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDER USE OF ARTICLE 37. 
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